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PARTY

FOOD & FUN

HARDY

12-16-06

 The annual holiday  party, which 
took place on December 16th, 2006 at 
the Alliance Française, was not only a 
success but also a very good  experience 
f o r  a newcomer such as 

myself as well as 
for my spouse. 
     The evening 
began with a 
compilation 
of dishes 
ranging from 
home made 
recipes to 
store bought, 

all of which were 
delicious, especially a Peruvian dish 

called causa.  Even better than the pot-luck was the 
company, I was delighted with the interesting conversations that 

I had with the other members, and I enjoyed the cultural diversity. I 
would like to thank everyone for the memorable welcome to Chicago 
and CHICATA, and for putting together a wonderful evening. I am 
looking forward to meeting more members and would like to wish 
everyone a prosperous 2007. 

article by Eva Arroyo de Prada and photographs by Yves Lassere
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CHICATA News, published four times 
a year, is distributed free of charge to 
all its members. Membership dues are 
currently $35. The newsletter provides 
up to date information about its mem-
bers,  association activities, as well as 
news of the translation and interpreta-
tion profession. Opinions expressed do 
not necessarily represent the views of 
the editor, the association or its officers, 
and are solely those of their authors. 
Articles submitted become the property 
of CHICATA News and are subject to 
editing. No part of the newsletter may be 
reproduced in any form without the writ-
ten permission from the editor. Materials 
for publication may be e-mailed to the 
editor  at mrociocj@earthlink.net. Maria 
Rocio Jaramillo may also be called at 
708-383-0453.

 Best Wishes to all CHICATA members and 
their families for a very happy year in 2007!  
We had a very nice Holiday Potluck Party in 
December at the Alliance Francaise.  A good 
time was had by all.  

 This year marks the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of CHICATA.  It is hard to believe 

that 20 years have passed since CHICATA was first established!  It 
has been a very eventful 20 years, with so many changes in the world 
situation, as well as in our professional lives.  In particular, advances 
in computing and in the internet have greatly altered our professional 
practice.  What will the next 20 years bring?

 We should have some kind of a festive celebration to mark 
CHICATA̓ s 20th birthday.  I would like to ask CHICATA members for 
their suggestions on what we could do to celebrate this milestone.

 As we enter the New Year, members will have an opportunity to 
renew their CHICATA membership.  The Executive Committee has 
decided to keep the dues at $35.  Dues at that level are still quite 
reasonable, and well worth it for the quality of the programs CHICATA 
offers.  We are going to make improvements in our web site, including 
an on-line searchable directory.  Also, members will soon be able to 
pay their dues on line.  Dues cover the basic operating costs of the 
Association.  Though most of the actual work is done by volunteers, 
we are considering paying outside sources to do some tasks.

 The CHICATA Executive Committee always welcomes sugges-
tions from members on program topics, speakers, and venues.  We 
also need volunteers to help with publicity and with special projects 
such as the annual conference.  We also encourage members to write 
for the newsletter.  Your colleagues would be interested in reading 
about your approach to professional issues, new dictionaries, or new 
software tools.  CHICATA members have a depth of experience to 
share.  And there is always more to learn!

Message From the President

John F. Bukacek
Sincerely,
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by Chun-yen ʻSpring  ̓Stillman

 Immigration is a hot topic on 
everyoneʼs mind these days, and 

it was no different at the CHICATA 
meeting held on Saturday, October 
28, at the Oak Park Public Library. 
The guest speaker was Ms. Aphrodite 
Loutas, Assistant Director of Mission 
Support for United States Citizenship & 
Immigration Services (USCIS).
 USCIS is one of the successor or-
ganizations of the old Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) and is now 
a part of the Department of Homeland 
Security. Ms. Loutas gave an overview 
of immigration services offered by her 
agency, with some reference to lan-
guage issues, and passed out informa-
tional brochures and fact sheets useful 
for translators and interpreters who may 
have to deal with immigration matters. 
 One key point talked about was 
that for most routine matters, the gov-
ernment does not provide translators 
and interpreters for documents and 
interviews, and applicants must arrange 
for their own. In the wake of 9/11 and 

Language opportunities within current immigration services

increased levels of security, interpreters 
involved in interviews in which security 
concerns are important, such as applica-
tions for asylum where there is “cred-
ible fear” present, may find a second 
interpreter present for verification and 
double-checking of accuracy.
 This was the first CHICATA meet-
ing to be held in the Oak Park Public 
Library, and the initial reaction towards 
the new location seems to be positive. 
The various points in its favor includes 
easy access for non-drivers, since the li-
brary is near an El station. Drivers have 
convenient, inexpensive, or even free 
parking, both within the libraryʼs own 
garage as well as nearby city facilities.
     The library building is modern, with 
all the facilities and amenities. The 
meeting rooms are ample and well-lit.
     For the historically inclined, the li-
brary is across the street from the
famous Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs Unity 
Temple. It is well worth the trip for a 
closer look.

     The surrounding neighborhood is an 
upscale, boutiquey shopping district. 
There are numerous nearby restaurants.
     And finally, the library is not too 
far from two large bookstores, namely  
Borderʼs and Barbaraʼs, which may just 
have that hard-to-find dictionary youʼve 
been looking for.
 After the meeting, members gath-
ered at Papaspiros, a nearby Greek res-
taurant, to compare notes on what they 
had heard during the presentation, not 
to mention swap translation and inter-
pretation stories of their own and even 
socialize a bit. 
 After spending 14 years in Phoenix, 
Dwight R. Decker recently moved back 
to the Chicago area. He is currently at 
work translating a German science-fiction 
series into English. He may be reached at   
Deklane@aol.com.

 CHICATA kicked off a new 
season with a new speaker at 

a new meeting place. On September 23 
at the Chicago Park Field House, Donna 
Primas, a pro in the international meet-
ings and corporate incentives industry, 
literally presented a macro as well a 
micro view of the markets and the work 
of a professional tour guide.
 As the President of the Chicago 
Tour-Guide Professionals Association 
(CTPA), Donna Primas gave open in-
vitations to people with language skills 
to join CTPA and enjoy many of its 
free events.  You can take advantage of 
many training opportunities if you want 
to learn the 5-minute talk on Chicago 

history, the architectural highlights of 
the city, the River, the parks, even how 
to stop a bus if the driver falls asleep!  
 She is armed with precious in-
formation on transportation systems and 
even evacuation routes for emergencies.  
Any tour guide or tour-guide-to-be can 
benefit by talking with her. So our first 
meeting in this fall season turned out to 
be delightful and really educational. 
 Being considered as a regular meet-
ing place, the Chicago Park Field House 
is easy to access from Lake Shore Drive 
or Michigan Avenue. There is also park-
ing next to the building plus metered 
off-street parking.

 At the dinner John Bukacek also 
shared a glimpse of the coming activi-
ties as we go into the year of the 20th 
Anniversary celebration of CHICATA. 
Nine people went to the after-program 
gathering at Café Iberico and had hot 
tapas. In spite of the rain, everyone 
went home with a lightened spirit.
 We expect more excitement as we 
relate to more markets that need lan-
guage talents.  Stay tuned for future an-
nouncements.  
 Chun-yen “Spring” Stillman is a free-
lance translator and interpreter between 
Chinese and English and specializes in busi-
ness, legal and engineering applications.

by Dwight R. Decker

Linking your skills to the tour guide market
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CHICATAʼs 2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
January 21, 2006: Annual shoptalk at Sulzer Library.
February 4, 2006: Executive committee meeting.
March 25, 2006: Translators Institute. To Err is Human.
April 22, 2006: Lost in Translation. Literary Program.
May 5, 2006: Eighteenth annual conference.
September 23, 2006: Tour guide association.
August 19, 2006: Cruise night concert and ice cream social.
October 2, 2006: Homeland security and immigrations.
December 16, 2006: Holiday party.

2007 marks 
CHICATAʼs 20th 

anniversary! 
How would you 

like to celebrate? 
Send your wild 

party suggestions 
to John Bukacek, 

president.

The online directory will 
soon be up and running

 CHICATA̓ s web site will have new 
features in the upcoming year that will 
greatly benefit the membership. Imple-
menting these changes was an ambi-
tious undertaking, to say the least.
 The upgrades will include a fully 
searchable site for prospective clients 
and the opportunity for CHICATA 
members to update or adjust their pro-
files and personal information at their 
own convenience.    
 Furthermore, members will be able 
to renew their membership and easily 
pay via PayPal and credit card at no ex-
tra cost to them. To renew or make the 
changes, click on the link that will be 
provided.  Then type in your user name 
and password and continue to the next 
web pages.
 In the near future members will re-
ceive more specific information regard-
ing obtaining user name and passwords. 
The links and pathways  on the web 
pages for profile updates and member 
renewal will be explained. 

“Remodeling the tower of Babel: 
The translatorsʼs Role in a 

shrinking World”.

 The Caxton Club and the Newberry 
Library are hosting the Symposium 
on the book  on March 31, 2007.  The 
morning sessions will be held at the 
Newberry Library, while the afternoon 
sessions will be held in the auditorium 
of the Alliance Francaise de Chicago. 
The entire day is free and open to the 
general public.
 The morning program sheds light 
on how a growing demand for texts dur-
ing the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
in the general public impacted the role 
of the translator. The second topic gives 
insights on how translations of travel 
accounts of the New World influenced 
Europeʼs view of them. 
 The third session demonstrates 
how the translator works to express the 
authorʼs thoughts while shaping the 
translation for the readershipʼs under-
standing. The fourth session considers 
the paradoxes in translation.
 A panel discussion follows in the 
afternoon. The computerʼs impact on 
how popular works reach the general 
public in the upcoming future will be 
addressed. 

Symposium on the book


